
 “One Man’s Journey: From Saul to Paul”  

by Pastor Dan Lund 

Day 1 – Paul was Roman 

 

 In this month’s devotion we’re going to take a look into the life of one of the 

strongest men of faith to ever live, the Apostle Paul. His life was a spiritual 

evolution and we’re going to discuss seven aspects of his journey from being: 1) 

Roman, 2) Religious, 3) Relentless, 4) Repentful, 5) Resilient, 6) Reliant, and 

finally 7) Rewarded.   

 He grew up in a city and a family of privilege. According to G. Ernest 

Wright, "Paul was born into a devout Jewish family in the city of Tarsus, capital of 

the small Roman district of Cilicia in Asia Minor. His father, a member of the 

ancient tribe of Benjamin, named him Saul, after Israel's first king. (Later in life, 

Saul became better known by his Roman name Paul.) A man of standing in the 

community, he held the privileged status of Roman citizen, an honor rarely 

conferred upon Jews. His son inherited this legal advantage." (1) 

Tarsus was part of the Roman Empire, and yet was granted the privilege of 

governing itself because of its history and affluence. For centuries Tarsus had 

been favored because of its resources. One of the largest sources of income for 

merchants was the Tarsus Mountains, which were loaded with minerals and 

lumber. They also had huge herds of black goats and their hair was used to 

make a strong woven cloth called cilicium that was highly sought after for cloaks, 

flooring, high quality tents, and more. And because of all the trade and money 

that flowed through Tarsus, it was also a major university city of learning. This 

explains Paul’s education and his ability to “be all things to all men,” (1 Cor. 

9:22). This is all important to understand because our culture and upbringing is 

part of the filter we see and process life through.  

It’s been said that “Heritage is what we receive but legacy is what we leave,” 

and this was not only true for Saul/Paul but it’s true for us. All of us have our 

history, childhood, and cultural backgrounds, for the good and the bad. But the 

important thing we’ll see through his life is that when we surrender to Jesus, God 

can use it all for His glory (Romans 8:28).     

(1) G. Ernest Wright, Great People Of The Bible And How They Lived, (Pleasantville, New 

York: The Reader’s Digest Association, Inc., 1974), pg.404. 

 



 

SCRIPTURES (NIV) – Day #1 

Acts 21:37-39 “As the soldiers were about to take Paul into the barracks, he 

asked the commander, “May I say something to you?” “Do you speak Greek?” he 

replied. “Aren’t you the Egyptian who started a revolt and led four thousand 

terrorists out into the wilderness some time ago?” Paul answered, “I am a Jew, 

from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no ordinary city. Please let me speak to the 

people.”  

Acts 22:1-3 “Brothers and fathers, listen now to my defense.” When they heard 

him speak to them in Aramaic, they became very quiet. Then Paul said: “I am a 

Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city. I studied under Gamaliel 

and was thoroughly trained in the law of our ancestors. I was just as zealous for 

God as any of you are today. 

 

QUESTIONS – Day #1  
 

1. How do you feel your childhood has influenced your life and faith?  

 

2. Are there things from your upbringing that have strengthened your spiritual 

walk as an adult?  

 

3. Are there things from your childhood, education and cultural upbringing that 

you have had to reconsider in light of the gospel?  

 

4. How is God using your background to “be all things to all men” and reach 

others for Jesus Christ?  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 “One Man’s Journey: From Saul to Paul” 

by Pastor Dan Lund 

Day 2 – Paul was Religious 
 

 So we learned on day 1 that Saul/Paul was from the city of Tarsus and was 

a Roman citizen; but what about his faith? What about his religious beliefs? Just 

as his life was greatly influenced by the culture of Tarsus and Rome, it also 

played a big part in his education and religious foundation. Being from Tarsus, he 

was not only exposed to all the commerce and creativity of the city life, but also 

to the Hellenistic Judaism, which gave opportunity for Grecian learning and 

influence, even though his parents were devout Jews. So during his childhood, 

he was exposed to the culture but also to the teaching as well as Orthodox 

Pharisaical Judaism. This allowed him to learn "Classic Greek," and Koine Greek 

(which was spoken by everyone in Tarsus). He was literally being prepared to be 

the Apostle to Jews and Gentiles and he didn’t even realize it. Furthermore, 

because his family were wealthy tentmakers and Roman citizens, he was 

undoubtedly exposed to Roman officials, and their practices, laws and customs. 

God had him on the potter’s wheel the whole time, and in time, he would be 

called out.  

In 2 Timothy 2:15, one of Paul's later letters written to his young protégé, 

he said, “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who 

does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.”  He 

understood the importance of knowing the Word of God in order to share the 

Word, and his rabbinic education was second to none.  Being from Tarsus with 

the best teachers in reach and with parents who were attentive to the law, his 

religion beliefs were no doubt shaped at an early age. Paul would have been 

exposed to classical literature, philosophy, and ethics, not to mention the law and 

the prophets. His family were Pharisees, which were the most legalistic sect of 

Jews, and his education and religious training would have started by the age five. 

Then, he most likely would have moved to Jerusalem by around thirteen to begin 

training with the famous rabbi Gamaliel I, (Acts 22:3). And it was all this training 

that made him zealous enough to imprison and murder those who would come 

against his faith. In his mind he was fighting for God.  

It’s easy for anyone to get caught up in religion and legalism, but remember 

that Christ came to restore our relationship to the Father. And as we’ll see with 

Paul, our salvation isn’t in what we do, but in what Christ already did.  

 



SCRIPTURES (NIV) – Day #2 

Acts 22:3 “Then Paul said: “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up 

in this city. I studied under Gamaliel and was thoroughly trained in the law of our 

ancestors. I was just as zealous for God as any of you are today.”    

 

Proverbs 22:6 “Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they 

are old they will not turn from it.”  

 

Proverbs 22:6 (KJV) “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is 

old, he will not depart from it.” 

 

Deut. 6:6-7 “These commandments that I give you today are to be on your 

hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home 

and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.” 

 

QUESTIONS – Day #2 
 

1. What are you doing to study God’s Word and grow in your knowledge?   

 

2. If you have children at home; how vested are you in the spiritual education and 

teaching them the full Word of God?  

 

3. Are you more interested in doing things for God, or developing your 

relationship with God? (Works vs. Faith)  

 

4. We all need to strive toward holiness, but are there areas in your life where 

you’ve become more bound by religion and legalism instead of relationship?  

 

5. Paul/Saul’s lack of true faith was leading him to murder Christians. Are there 

areas in your life where you’ve allowed legalism to turn you against people?   

 

 

 

 

 



 “One Man’s Journey: From Saul to Paul” 

by Pastor Dan Lund 

Day 3 – Paul was Relentless 
 

 Everyone has something they are passionate about. For me, besides my 

relationship with God, which comes first, (Matthew 6:33), I’m passionate about 

spending time with my family, making music, and anything that goes fast. And 

when I think about, a lot of my passions are things that developed in my 

childhood and were passions and values passed on by my parents. And when a 

person is passionate about something, good or bad, they are usually relentless in 

their pursuit of it. Whether it’s saving to buy the bass boat, the next set of golf 

clubs, a nicer car or taking the next vacation getaway, when people are truly 

passionate about something they aren’t passive about it, they are relentless. 

They will think about it, talk about and plan for it, and Saul/Paul was passionate 

the Jewish law as he understood it, and he was relentless in protecting it.  

 In Acts 22:4-5 Paul is explaining how he had persecuted Christians to the 

death and made it his goal to see them imprisoned and punished, and he was 

relentless about it. When Stephen was martyred in Acts 7, Saul/Paul was there 

giving his approval and he went on to do anything and everything he could to 

stop Christianity from spreading any further. Fortunately, this same relentless 

spirit in Paul would be used for Christ after his conversion as he became even 

more passionate about sharing his faith and spreading the gospel.   

 But I wonder what would happen if a group of men in the church today, 

were as passionate and relentless in the pursuit to know and share Christ as 

Paul was two thousand years ago? When you think about the spiritual impact of 

twelve men and those like Paul who would later join them, it makes you wonder 

what could happen if a group of men in a church like ours, would be that 

passionate for God. What would happen if we were that relentless about making 

Christ known around the world? What would happen if we became that relentless 

about investing in the Kingdom of God? What would happen if we became that 

relentless about missions and evangelism and reaching the lost for Christ?  

 I know men who are crazy about football, crazy about basketball, crazy 

about baseball, car crazy, golf crazy, money crazy, etc. But what if we were God 

crazy for Jesus? What could we accomplish if we were relentless in prayer, in the 

Word of God, in serving the Lord, in being a light in the darkness? What if you 

were relentless for more of God? What could God do through you?   

 



SCRIPTURES (NIV) – Day #3 

Acts 7:55-58 “But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw 

the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I 

see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” At this 

they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at 

him, dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the 

witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.”   

 

Acts 8:1-3 “Saul approved of their killing him. On that day a great persecution 

broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were 

scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. Godly men buried Stephen and 

mourned deeply for him. But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from 

house to house, he dragged off both men and women and put them in prison.” 

 

Acts 22:4-5 “I persecuted the followers of this Way to their death, arresting both 

men and women and throwing them into prison, as the high priest and all the 

Council can themselves testify. I even obtained letters from them to their 

associates in Damascus, and went there to bring these people as prisoners to 

Jerusalem to be punished.”  

 

Galatians 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ 

lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who 

loved me and gave himself for me.”  

 

QUESTIONS – Day #3 

 

1. For many years of his life, Paul was relentlessly passionate for the wrong thing 

but God redirected Him. Are there areas of your life that need redirected?      

 

2. Are there areas of your spiritual life where you thought you were on the right 

track only to find out you were wrong? If so; how have you grown from it?    

 

3. Are there areas in your life that you are more passionate about than your 

relationship and pursuit of Christ?     

 

4. Are there things you need to change in your life in order to put God first?    

 



 “One Man’s Journey: From Saul to Paul” 

by Pastor Dan Lund 

Day 4 – Paul was Repentant 
 

 In life we’re all dealt a hand to play, if you will, and it’s different for us all. 

Some are fortunate enough to be raised in godly homes, with the truth of the 

Word and their needs provided. Others are raised in difficult and less fortunate 

circumstances. However, the time comes in every person’s life when they have 

to make their own decisions and choose their own path. Up to this point, we’ve 

seen Paul’s cultural and religious backgrounds, and how zealous and relentless 

he was in his pursuit of God. The problem was that all his knowledge and 

understanding were misdirected and the God he was serving was not the Lord of 

the New Covenant. He was more bound by the law of the Old Covenant, but God 

was about to break into his life with a revelation of the true Messiah, Jesus 

Christ. God was about to give him a vision of the One whom he’d been 

persecuting, but what was he going to do about it?    

When we find Saul/Paul in Acts 9 he is on the road to Damascus where he 

fully intended to persecute and imprison more Christians. In his mind, he was not 

only an enforcer for the Jewish Sanhedrin, but he was God’s lynch man. 

However, as I’ve discovered more than once in my own life, God can do the most 

unexpected things at the most unexpected times in order to get our attention. 

And God was about to get Saul’s attention. “As he neared Damascus on his 

journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground 

and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” “Who are 

you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 

“Now get up and go into the city and you will be told what you must do” (Acts 9:3-

6). I want you to notice that Paul’s natural eyes were blinded, but his spiritual 

eyes were opened. He immediately submitted to the Lord, and was led into 

Damascus where he fasted for three days, clearly showing that Paul had an open 

mind and a repentant heart. Meanwhile, God had given a vision to another 

believer, Ananias, who went to Saul as he was directed. He prayed for him, the 

scales fell of Saul’s eyes, and Saul was filled with the Holy Spirit. So Jesus was 

clearly revealing himself to Saul, but Saul had to repent and receive it because 

just like us, he had a free will. In the same way, God has revealed himself to 

each of us through creation, through the Scriptures, and through the work of the 

Holy Spirit, but how are we responding? Have we responded in repentance? Are 

we allowing our lives to be filled with the Spirit and directed by God?  

 



SCRIPTURES (NIV) – Day #4 

 

Acts 9:1-19 Saul’s Conversion “Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out 

murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest and 

asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any 

there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as 

prisoners to Jerusalem. As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light 

from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to 

him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. 

“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. “Now get up and go into the 

city, and you will be told what you must do.” The men traveling with Saul stood 

there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone. Saul got up from 

the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him 

by the hand into Damascus. For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink 

anything. In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to 

him in a vision, “Ananias!” “Yes, Lord,” he answered. 
 

The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a 

man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. In a vision he has seen a man 

named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.” “Lord,” 

Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm 

he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. And he has come here with 

authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.” But the Lord 

said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to 

the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. I will show him how much 

he must suffer for my name.” Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. 

Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who 

appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you 

may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” Immediately, something like 

scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was 

baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his strength.”  
 

QUESTIONS – Day #4 

 

1. Have you responded with a heart of true repentance to God’s revelation?      

 

2. Have you followed the Lord in water baptism? If not, what’s holding you back? 

 

3. Do you feel you’re walking submissively in the fullness of the Holy Spirit?   

 



 “One Man’s Journey: From Saul to Paul” 

by Pastor Dan Lund 

Day 5 – Paul was Reliant 
 

 As men, we can all have a tendency toward self-reliance, kind of like the 

old Frank Sinatra song, I Did it My Way. Listen to these lyrics. “I planned each 

charted course, each careful step along the byway. And more, much more than 

this, I did it my way. Yes, there were times, I'm sure you knew, when I bit off 

more than I could chew. But through it all, when there was doubt, I ate it up and 

spit it out. I faced it all and I stood tall, and I did it my way.” What a classic song, 

and at first it sounds so inspiring, but in reality it is totally unbiblical. For years, 

Saul/Paul had been doing things his own way. Sure he thought it was all for God, 

but then again, as it says in Proverbs 14:12, “There is a way that appears to be 

right, but in the end it leads to death.” Paul thought he was on the right path, 

even a godly path, but had he not repented and turned to Christ, the path he was 

on would have eventually led to his own spiritual death. Unfortunately the world is 

full of people who believe they are on the right path and they’re doing things their 

way. As a matter of fact, “According to some estimates, there are roughly 4,200 

religions in the world.”(1) But as we saw on Day 1, religion can’t save us. And if 

there truly are 4200 religions, or faith systems, in the world, the reality is that 

4199 are wrong. According to the Apostle Luke in Acts 4:12 (NIV) “Salvation is 

found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind 

by which we must be saved.” And although we like to have things and do things 

our way, unless we submit to the Lord’s way we’ll be lost.  

 But it’s clear that when Saul repented, everything changed, and this once 

powerful persecutor of Christianity, became completely submissive and reliant on 

Christ. When Ananias laid hands on him, he was immediately filled with the Holy 

Spirit and became completely reliant on God’s protection, direction, provision, 

and vision. He no longer did things his way, but his whole desire was to decrease 

so that the Lord could increase. And no longer was he loyal to the Sanhedrin or 

the legalism of the Pharisees, but his loyalties turned entirely to the Lord. As a 

matter of fact, he wrote in 2 Corinthians 12:10, “That is why, for Christ's sake, I 

delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For 

when I am weak, then I am strong.” And the manliest thing we can do for 

ourselves, our families, and our future is to become totally reliant on God, 

because through him all things are possible.      

(1) "World Religions Religion Statistics Geography Church Statistics". March 5, 2015.  



SCRIPTURES (NIV) – Day #5 

 

2 Corinthians 12:6-10 “Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be a fool, 

because I would be speaking the truth. But I refrain, so no one will think more of 

me than is warranted by what I do or say, or because of these surpassingly great 

revelations. Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, I was given 

a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded 

with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient 

for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the 

more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. That 

is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in 

persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”  

 

Philippians 3:3-9 “For it is we who are the circumcision, we who serve God by 

his Spirit, who boast in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh— 

though I myself have reasons for such confidence. If someone else thinks they 

have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the 

eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 

Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting the church; as 

for righteousness based on the law, faultless. But whatever were gains to me I 

now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, I consider everything a 

loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for 

whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ 

and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the 

law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from 

God on the basis of faith.”  
 

QUESTIONS – Day #5 

 

1. Are there areas of your life where you are more self-reliant versus seeking the 

Lord for his direction and empowerment?        

 

2. Have you found yourself regretting decisions in the past because you ignored 

advice or biblical principles and did it your own way? What have you learned?    

 

3. Are you willing to lean on the Lord in every area of your life and do things 

God’s way instead of your own; even if your way seems easier in the moment?       

 



“One Man’s Journey: From Saul to Paul” 

by Pastor Dan Lund 

Day #6 – Paul was Resilient 
 

 When you look at the life of Paul, before and after his conversion, it’s clear 

that things only became more difficult after his conversion to Christianity.  

Although Christianity was spreading fast, persecution and martyrdom were 

common for Christians throughout the first three centuries of the church. And that 

was something that nobody was more aware of than Paul because for years he’d 

been the one dealing it out. And yet the very thing that Satan tried to use to 

extinguish the Church, God actually used to expand the His kingdom and fulfill 

the Great Commission of Matthew 28:19 to “go and make disciples of all 

nations.” For example, when you look at the book of James in chapter 1 he 

begins with this, “James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the 

twelve tribes scattered among the nations.” Why do you suppose the tribes were 

scattered? They had to scatter “among the nations” because they were under 

such heavy persecution. But as they scattered they took the message of Christ 

with them, which meant the gospel was spreading to places it never would have 

otherwise. I don’t know anyone who likes to suffer, but in the same respect these 

early believers were willing to endure whatever was necessary to honor Christ 

and hold to their faith. And each time the church was knocked down they got 

back up more resilient and passionate than ever.  

 For Saul, now appointed by Christ as the Apostle to the Gentiles, the 

persecution would be even more intense because of his high profile. His desire 

was to do anything and everything he could to spread the gospel, but it made him 

a target. He had made a commitment to lay down his life for the cause of Christ, 

but it wouldn’t be easy. He knew he would consistently get kicked down, but he 

was committed to bounce back every time until God brought him home. As a 

Jewish Pharisee, and a citizen of Rome, he was given two names at birth, Saul 

and Paul. Saul was his regal Hebrew name but his Roman name was Paul, and 

ironically it meant “small”. Many people believe that he took his second name 

Paul in order to remain small, so that Christ greatness would be revealed through 

him, and it was. From imprisonment, to beatings, to shipwrecks and daily 

persecution, Paul continued in the power of God and that was what made him so 

resilient. I believe that’s a challenge to us all. There will be times we all feel 

knocked down and beat up in the battle, but as men of faith may we find our 

resilience and stamina in the Lord and stand strong as overcomers to the end!  

 



SCRIPTURES (NIV) – Day #6 

 

1 Peter 4:1-6, 12-17 “Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm 

yourselves also with the same attitude, because whoever suffers in the body is 

done with sin. As a result, they do not live the rest of their earthly lives for evil 

human desires, but rather for the will of God. For you have spent enough time in 

the past doing what pagans choose to do—living in debauchery, lust, 

drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. They are surprised that 

you do not join them in their reckless, wild living, and they heap abuse on you. 

But they will have to give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the 

dead. For this is the reason the gospel was preached even to those who are now 

dead, so that they might be judged according to human standards in regard to 

the body, but live according to God in regard to the spirit.”……“ Dear friends, do 

not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though 

something strange were happening to you. But rejoice inasmuch as you 

participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his 

glory is revealed. If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are 

blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. If you suffer, it should not 

be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. 

However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that 

you bear that name.”   

 

Romans 8:31, 36-39 “What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If 

God is for us, who can be against us?” …. “ As it is written: “For your sake we 

face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all 

these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 

convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 

present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything 

else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.”  
 

QUESTIONS – Day #6 

1. Are there times you’ve felt persecuted? How has God sustained you?    
 

2. Are there people coming against your faith now? How are you handling it? 

Remember to commit them to prayer.       
 

3. Are you feeling weary in your faith? Find your strength in prayer, in the word 

and in the comradery of the church. Find a prayer partner to stand with you.    



“One Man’s Journey: From Saul to Paul” 

by Pastor Dan Lund 

Day 7 – Paul was Rewarded 
 

 I believe that if we’re honest with ourselves, we all like to be rewarded for 

things. Maybe it’s being recognized for certain accomplishments or getting a 

bonus at work. I have a friend, who does extreme running and the first thing he’ll 

tell you is that for him, it’s not just about the sense of accomplishment; it’s also 

about the prize. He just loves trophies. I think it’s funny too when you see certain 

sports commentators toting their victory rings that are about as big as the palm of 

my hand. And of course our Cleveland Cavaliers all proudly received their rings 

after winning the 2016 NBA Championship and they are not shy about wearing 

them. Over the years my children have receive various awards as well from 

academics to Fine Arts and there’s nothing like bringing home a national award 

of merit trophy to remember the hard work and effort that was put into it all.  

 But the thing about all those certificates, medals, awards and trophies is 

that although they are great at the time, they won’t last. The things of this world 

will all rust, rot or eventually be left behind, but the reward of the Lord is eternal. 

That’s why Paul said he was putting the past behind him in order to press 

forward for a greater prize. Did Paul suffer much? Yes!  Did Paul receive 

accolades and awards for his ministry on earth? No!  But Paul understood that he 

was working for earthly treasures or fame anyway. Before his conversion he was 

making a name for himself, and he was clearly headed for a position in the 

Sanhedrin, to be a leader of leaders among the Jews. But he gladly laid that all 

down for the cause of Christ because he wasn’t going to sacrifice his future on 

the altar of the present. He was going to miss the eternal reward of the Lord for 

temporal pleasures and the accolades of the world.  He said, “Whatever were 

gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ” (Philippians 3:7). You see, 

Satan makes the world look so enticing, but it’s like a piece of candy with poison 

inside, and in the end it only leads to death. So let’s keep our eyes on the true 

prize, the reward of the Lord. Paul wrote these words in 2 Timothy 4:6-8, “For I 

am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my departure 

is near. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 

faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 

righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all 

who have longed for his appearing.”  So my challenge to us all is this; let’s all 

keep the faith and fight the good fight until the day we receive our crown!      



SCRIPTURES (NIV) – Day #7 

 

Philippians 3:13-14 “Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have 

taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward 

what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has 

called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”  

 

Matthew 6:19-21 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 

moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for 

yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and 

where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also.”  

 

2 Timothy 4:7-8 “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 

kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the 

Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but 

also to all who have longed for his appearing.”  

 

QUESTIONS – Day #7 

1. What are some awards you’ve received over the years and how did it make 

you feel to be recognized or honored?    

 

2. Are there certain goals you are working toward in your life right now, and if so, 

are they hindering your faith, or are they building your faith?       

 

3. Do you feel like you’re living your life with your eyes on eternity or are you 

more focused on the temporal things of the world?  

 

4. There are sins of commission and sins of omission. Are there things you are 

either doing or not doing that need to change as you keep your eyes on eternity? 

Pray that with the Lord’s help you’ll stop what needs stopped and start what 

needs started, as you live your life storing up eternal treasures in the Lord.                  

  

 


